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Nature Positive

Leclère et al. (2020) Nature, 585, 551-556

See also: Bull et al. (2020) Nature Ecology & Evolution, 4(1), 4-7



Nature Positive principles

Nature Positive needs:
• a measured biodiversity baseline
• a timeframe
• a target (e.g. biodiversity 20% above baseline)
• a clear set of actions to be carried out, costed and 

sequenced
• an analysis of how these actions will add up to get 

us to net gain
• regular monitoring and disclosure of progress 

towards our goal
Milner-Gulland (2022) Nature E&E, 6(9), 1243-1244
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Folke, et al. (2019) Nature Ecology & Evolution, 3, 1396–1403
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Mitigation + Conservation

Jones, et al. (2019) One Earth, 1(2), 195-201



Avoidance

Bull et al. (2022) Frontiers in Ecology and the Environment, 20(6), 370-378



Avoidance

Bull & Milner-Gulland (2019) J Applied Ecology, 57(2), 354-366



Biodiversity gains

Bull & Strange (2018) Nature Sustainability, 1(12), 790-798
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zu Ermgassen, et al. (2019) Conservation Letters, 12(6), e12664

Biodiversity gains



Devenish, et al. (2022) Nature Sustainability, 5, 498–508



Biodiversity gains

Sonter, et al. (2020) Nature Communications, 11, 2072



Biodiversity gains
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Biodiversity gains

Griffiths et al. (2020) World Development, 128, 104858



Biodiversity gains
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Biodiversity gains

Kallioleva et al. (2021) Conservation Science and Practice, 3(10), e512



Biodiversity gains

Kujala et al. (2022) One Earth, 5(6), 650-662
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Concluding thoughts

• Nature Positive has NGO and private sector 
momentum, and policy backing
•Methods for calculating biodiversity 

footprints exist
• Challenge of deciding what to avoid
• Then, we need to ensure biodiversity offsets

work
•Will be challenging for many orgs, and may 

well require broader systemic change
• Not impossible – but we have to get serious



Thank you
joseph.bull@biology.ox.ac.uk
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