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Statement from UK scientists on nature as an election priority 
 

 
Background 
 
We are in a biodiversity crisis, which threatens humanity globally1. Recovering nature must be a priority 
for all political parties in the UK, as the UK is amongst the most nature-depleted countries in the world2.  
 
Nature loss at home and abroad is a risk to UK prosperity, and nature is an issue which the UK public 
cares deeply about3.  
 
 
Policy context 
 
The UK was the first country to pass a legally binding target in its Environment Act to halt declines in 
species abundance, but the Act only covers England. The associated 25 Year Environment Plan aims to 
both halt and reverse the loss of biodiversity, but the Plan is not legally binding.  
 
In December 2022, the UK signed up to the Convention on Biological Diversity’s Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity Framework, which commits to bold action to halt and reverse the loss of biodiversity 
by 2030; however, government policy has focussed on nature at home, while nature overseas is still not a 
focus. Additionally there is no joined-up approach across the UK’s governments (Westminster and the 
Devolved Administrations) to implement the measures required to fulfil our obligations under international 
conventions. 

 
1 World Economic Forum consistently puts biodiversity loss as a top 10 year global risk: 
https://www.weforum.org/publications/global-risks-report-2023/digest/  
2 As reported in the government’s State of Nature report: https://naturalengland.blog.gov.uk/2023/09/29/state-of-nature/ 
3 http://www.greenfunders.org/wp-content/uploads/Passionate-Collaboration-Full-Report.pdf One in ten UK adults is a member of 
an environmental group. 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/wellbeing/articles/mostadultsreportmakingsomechangestotheirlifestyleforen
vironmentalreasons/2023-07-05#:~:text=More%20than%20eight%20in%20ten,between%20May%20and%20June%202023. 86.5% 
of UK adults report making changes to their lifestyles for the environment according to the ONS. 



 
What we call for 
 
Legislate a legally-binding requirement on government to halt and reverse biodiversity loss 

 
All countries should protect nature for the benefit of present and future generations of humankind, 
on the basis of equity and in accordance with their common but differentiated responsibilities and 
respective capabilities. Accordingly, the UK, as a High Income Country, should take the lead in 
combating biodiversity loss and its adverse effects.  
 
Therefore, the incoming Westminster government must work with the Devolved Administrations to 
halt and reverse the degradation and loss of nature in the United Kingdom and overseas by 
increasing the health, abundance, diversity and resilience of species, populations, habitats and 
ecosystems so that by 2030, nature is visibly and measurably on the path to recovery. 
 
This would enable the UK to fulfil its international obligations under the UN Convention on 
Biological Diversity and its protocols, including the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework. 

 
Set up a whole-government platform for implementing this biodiversity commitment 
 

Nature underpins our economy, health and wellbeing, being key to addressing the climate change 
crisis. Biodiversity loss therefore impacts all sectors of society, and can not be addressed in a 
silo.  
 
Conservation approaches alone will not restore ecosystems to levels that will reverse the 
decline in biodiversity and help combat climate change, without transformation of our economy 
and society.  
 
Therefore, the incoming Westminster government, together with the Devolved Administrations,  
must commit to addressing the current landscape of disjointed and often conflicting laws and 
policies, by requiring all Departments to coordinate their efforts to address biodiversity loss, 
towards the definition and implementation of a whole-government strategy for nature.  
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
Professor Dame EJ Milner-Gulland, Department of Biology, University of Oxford 
Professor Nathalie Pettorelli, Institute of Zoology, Zoological Society of London 
 
Co-signatories 
Professor Sir John Lawton CBE FRS, Chair of Making Space for Nature 
Prof Sir Partha Dasgupta GBE FRS FBA, Faculty of Economics, University of Cambridge 
Professor Sir Ian L Boyd FRS FRSE, School of Biology, University of St Andrews 
Prof Ian Bateman OBE, Business School, University of Exeter 
Prof William Sutherland CBE FRS, Department of Zoology, University of Cambridge 
Prof Yadvinder Malhi CBE FRS, Leverhulme Centre of Nature Recovery, University of Oxford 
Prof Chris Thomas FRS, Department of Biology, University of York 
Professor Ben Sheldon FRS, Department of Biology, University of Oxford 



Prof Timothy Birkhead FRS, School of Biosciences, University of Sheffield 
Prof Patricia Monaghan FRS, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, Univ. of Glasgow  
Prof Lloyd Peck FRS, Biological Sciences, University of Cambridge 
Prof Oliver Phillips FRS, School of Geography, University of Leeds 
Prof Andrew Balmford FRS, Dept of Zoology & Conservation Research Institute, University of Cambridge 
Prof Anjali Goswami FRS, President of the Linnean Society of London 
Prof Bridget Emmett OBE, President of the British Ecological Society 
Prof Pete Smith, FRS FRSE, School of Biological Sciences, University of Aberdeen 
Prof Anne Magurran CBE FRSE, School of Biological Sciences, University of St Andrews 
Prof Dave Goulson FRSE, School of Life Sciences, University of Sussex 
Prof Xavier Lambin FRSE, School of Biological Sciences, University of Aberdeen 
Prof Andrew Cunningham RFCVS, Institute of Zoology, Zoological Society of London 
Prof Morag McDonald FRGS, College of Science & Engineering, Bangor University 
Prof Alison Hester FRSB FRSGS, James Hutton Institute 
Prof Jeff Waage, OBE, Agriculture, Nutrition and Health Academy, London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine  
Prof Rob Brooker, Executive Secretary, British Ecological Society 
Prof Mike Rands, Master of Darwin College and Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cambridge 
Dr Howard Nelson, Vice-President, Lucy Cavendish College, University of Cambridge 
Prof Ana Queiros, Plymouth Marine Laboratory 
Prof James Bullock, UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology 
Dr Nick Isaac, UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology 
Prof Lyla Mehta, Institute of Development Studies 
Prof Sam Turvey, Institute of Zoology, Zoological Society of London 
Prof Sarah Durant, Institute of Zoology, Zoological Society of London 
Prof John Ewen, Institute of Zoology, Zoological Society of London 
Prof Trenton Garner, Institute of Zoology, Zoological Society of London 
Prof Chris Carbone, Institute of Zoology, Zoological Society of London 
Prof Johan du Toit, Institute of Zoology, Zoological Society of London 
Prof Ken Norris, Head of Life Sciences Department, Natural History Museum 
Prof Vincent Savolainen, Department of Life Sciences, Imperial College London 
Prof Joseph Tobias, Department of Life Sciences, Imperial College London 
Prof Matthew Fisher, School of Public Health, Imperial College London 
Dr Caroline Howe, Centre for Environmental Policy, Imperial College London 
Prof James Rosindell, Department of Life Sciences, Imperial College London 
Prof Guy Woodward, Department of Life Sciences, Imperial College London 
Prof Jon Bridle, Centre for Biodiversity & Environment Research, University College London (UCL) 
Prof Kate Jones, Centre for Biodiversity and Environment Research, UCL 
Prof Tim Blackburn, Centre for Biodiversity and Environment Research, UCL 
Prof Seirian Sumner, Centre for Biodiversity and Environment Research, UCL 
Prof Julia Day, Centre for Biodiversity and Environment Research, UCL 
Prof Richard Gregory, Centre for Biodiversity and Environment Research, UCL 
Prof Helen Chatterjee, Division of Biosciences, UCL 
Prof Mathias Disney, Department of Geography, UCL 
Prof Katherine Homewood, Department of Anthropology, UCL 
Dr Emily Woodhouse, Department of Anthropology, UCL 
Dr Lewis Daly, Department of Anthropology, UCL 
Dr Jerome Lewis, Department of Anthropology, UCL 
Prof Richard Nichols, School of Biological and Behavioural Sciences, Queen Mary University of London 



Prof Julia Koricheva, Department of Biological Sciences, Royal Holloway University 
Dr Sarah Papworth, Department of Biological Sciences, Royal Holloway University 
Prof Mark Mulligan, Department of Geography, King’s College London 
Prof Terence Dawson, Department of Geography, King’s College London 
Prof Robert Francis, Department of Geography, King’s College London 
Dr James Millington, Department of Geography, King’s College London 
Prof Tim Coulson, Department of Biology, University of Oxford 
Prof Owen Lewis, Department of Biology, University of Oxford 
Dr Helen Newing, Department of Biology, University of Oxford 
Professor Amy Dickman, Department of Biology, University of Oxford 
Dr Richard Grenyer, School of Geography & the Environment, University of Oxford 
Dr Ricardo Rocha, Department of Biology, University of Oxford 
Dr Nicola Ranger, Environmental Change Institute, University of Oxford 
Dr Joseph Bull, Department of Biology, University of Oxford 
Prof Harriet Allen, Department of Geography, University of Cambridge 
Prof Rachael Garrett, Department of Geography, University of Cambridge 
Prof David Edwards, Department of Plant Sciences, University of Cambridge 
Prof David Coomes, Department of Plant Sciences, University of Cambridge 
Prof Melissa Leach, Director, Cambridge Conservation Initiative, University of Cambridge 
Prof Simon Potts, Centre for AGri-Environmental Research, University of Reading 
Prof Tom Oliver, Research Dean for Environment, University of Reading 
Prof Andrew Wade, Department of Geography and Environmental Sciences, University of Reading 
Dr Manuela Gonzalez-Suarez, School of Biological Sciences, University of Reading 
Prof Patrick Doncaster, School of Biological Sciences, University of Southampton 
Prof Martin Solan, School of Ocean and Earth Science, University of Southampton 
Dr Becky Morris, School of Biological Sciences, University of Southampton 
Prof Joanne Preston, School of Biological Sciences, University of Portsmouth 
Prof Jason Hall-Spencer, School of Biological and Marine Sciences, University of Plymouth 
Prof Ian Scoones, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex 
Dr Lars Otto Naess, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex 
Prof Zoe Davies, Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology, University of Kent 
Prof Bob Smith, Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology, University of Kent 
Prof Jennifer Gill, School of Biological Sciences, University of East Anglia 
Prof Jim Harris, Cranfield Environment Centre, Cranfield University 
Prof Jos Barlow, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University 
Prof Nick Graham, Lancaster Environment Centre, Lancaster University 
Prof Jon Lovett, School of Geography, University of Leeds 
Prof Jon Sadler, School of Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences, University of Birmingham 
Prof Michael Begon, Department of Evolution, Ecology and Behaviour, University of Liverpool 
Prof Colin Beale, Department of Biology, University of York 
Prof Jane Hill, Department of Biology, University of York 
Prof Juliet Osborne, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Prof Tom Tregenza, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Prof Brendan Godley, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Prof Alex Thornton, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Prof Kevin Gaston, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Prof Andy Russell, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Prof Annette Broderick, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Dr Jason Chapman, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 



Dr Kristian Metcalfe, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Dr Regan Early, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Dr Daniel Moore, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Dr Sam Weber, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Dr Kimberley Hockings, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Dr Sasha Dall, Biosciences, University of Exeter 
Dr Christopher Kaiser-Bunbury, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Dr Lucy Woodall, Centre for Ecology and Conservation, University of Exeter 
Prof Volker Deecke, Institute of Science and Environment, University of Cumbria 
Prof Rosaleen Duffy, Department of Politics and International Relations, University of Sheffield 
Dr Tom Webb, School of Biosciences, University of Sheffield 
Prof Andrew Beckerman, School of Biosciences, University of Sheffield 
Emeritus Prof Michael Elliott, School of Environmental Sciences, University of Hull 
Prof Darren Evans, School of Natural and Environmental Sciences, Newcastle University 
Prof Mark Whittingham, School of Natural and Environmental Sciences, Newcastle University 
Dr Marion Pfeifer, School of Natural and Environmental Sciences, Newcastle University 
Dr Roy Sanderson, School of Natural and Environmental Sciences, Newcastle University 
Prof Philip Stephens, Department of Biosciences, Durham University 
Prof Sascha Hooker, School of Biology, University of St Andrews 
Prof Maria Dornelas, Centre for Biological Diversity, University of St Andrews 
Prof Will Cresswell, School of Biology, University of St Andrews 
Prof Justin Travis, School of Biology, University of St Andrews 
Dr Ifesinachi Okafor-Yarwood,School of Geography & Sustainable Development, University of St 
Andrews 
Prof Steve Ormerod, School of Biosciences, Cardiff University 
Prof Benoit Goossens, School of Biosciences, Cardiff University 
Prof Isabelle Durance, Water Research Institute, Cardiff University 
Prof Emeritus Andrew Pullin, School of Environmental and Natural Sciences, Bangor University 
Prof Julia Jones, School of Environmental and Natural Sciences, Bangor University 
Dr Tyler Hallman, School of Environmental and Natural Sciences, Bangor University 
Prof Rory Wilson, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Prof Michael Fowler, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Prof Kam Tang, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Prof Geoffrey Proffitt, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Prof Carole Llewellyn, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Dr Richard Unsworth, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Dr Steve Slocombe, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Dr Andrew King, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Dr Wendy Harris, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Dr Penny Neyland, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Dr Hazel Nichols, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Dr Aisling Devine, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Dr Konstans Wells, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Dr Edward Pope, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Dr Tamsyn Uren Webster, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Prof Luca Borger, Department of Biosciences, Swansea University 
Prof Mike Christie, Aberystwyth Business School, Aberystwyth University 
Prof Daniel Haydon, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Prof Neil Metcalfe, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 



Prof Heather Ferguson, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Prof Lucy Gilbert, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Prof Colin Adams, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Prof Jason Matthiopoulos, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, Univ. of Glasgow 
Prof Collette Britton, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Prof Chris Harrod, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Prof Barbara Mable, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Prof Poppy Lamberton, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Prof Kathryn Elmer, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Prof Martin Llewellyn, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Dr Tom Morrison, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Dr David Bailey, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Dr Jelle Boonekamp, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Dr Oskar Brattstrom, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Dr Andrew Brownlow, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Dr Dominic McCafferty, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Dr Sofie Spatharis, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Dr Francesco Baldini, School of Biodiversity, One Health & Veterinary Medicine, University of Glasgow 
Prof Marc Metzger, Centre for Sustainable Forests and Landscapes, The University of Edinburgh 
Prof Graham Stone, Institute of Ecology and Evolution, The University of Edinburgh 
Prof Kyle Dexter, School of GeoSciences, The University of Edinburgh 
Dr Alfred Gathorne-Hardy, School of GeoSciences, The University of Edinburgh 
Dr Luke Smallman, School of GeoSciences, The University of Edinburgh 
Dr Caroline Lehmann, School of GeoSciences, The University of Edinburgh 
Dr Iain McNicol, School of GeoSciences, The University of Edinburgh 
Prof Kirsty Park, Biological and Environmental Sciences, University of Stirling 
Prof Nils Bunnefeld, Biological and Environmental Sciences, University of Stirling 
Dr Neil Reid, Institute for Global Food Security, Queen’s University Belfast  
Prof Kris Murray, Centre on Climate Change and Planetary Health, London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine 
Dr Nibedita Mukherjee, Department of Anthropology, Brunel University 


